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What’s On? 

LEGO WORKSHOP on Sunday, August 18th , 10-11am. 

Lower Hall. 

CIRCLE CINEMA will be showing Bohemian Rhapsody 

(12) on Sunday, September 8th, doors open 6:15pm 

for 7:15pm screening. 

MOOR POOL HERITAGE FESTIVAL on Sunday, 

September 15th. 11am - 3pm. See page 8 for details. 

LOCAL HISTORY TALK. Tuesday, September 24th. 

Cocoa on the Cut. Lower Hall 6:30pm for 7pm start. 

DEN BUILDING, Sunday September 29th, 10-11am. 

CIRCLE CINEMA’S next screening will be on  Sunday, 

October 13th. 

FISH & CHIP QUIZ on Saturday, October 19th. Main 

Hall, 7:30pm start. 

MOOR POOL MEMORIES  & VINTAGE FAIR on 

Saturday, October 26th. 
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F 
rom the Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 103 August 2019 

Summer is here! And as the weather hots up so does 

the Moor Pool social calendar. In this edition of 

The Duck you will find plenty of info about the annual Moor 

Pool Festival which takes place on Sunday 15th September 

2019 between 11am and 3pm. If you can help out please do 

get in touch with Barbara as every minute of volunteering 

helps. Or pop along and enjoy all the fun and community 

spirit of the festival. 

On the subject of community spirit I would like to thank 

everyone who keeps their gardens, hedges & also their grass 

verges looking so glorious. This reflects great pride in our 

special community and I know Moor Pool will be looking at 

its very best on Heritage Festival day. A quick ask if I may 

please. I know that rubbish collections are a bit hit and miss 

these days but if you do find your rubbish scattered about by 

foxes or other wildlife could I ask that you pick it up as it is 

both a health hazard and an eyesore. Thank you! 

Finally, a plug for our MRA coffee mornings which we serve 

from the new & refurbished Lower Hall kitchen. We had a 

great turn out for the July event. We are taking a break in 

August as it is bank holiday time but start again in 

September. Coffee mornings are on the LAST Saturday of 

each month between 10.30am & midday. Do pop along as it 

is a very sociable event & a great opportunity to meet other 

local residents. 

All it remains for me to say is enjoy a glorious summer and 

we hope to see you at the Moor Pool Heritage Festival on 

Sunday 15th September. 

Best wishes, 

Sal  

Sally Bourner 

Moor Pool Residents’ Association chair 

salbmoorpool@gmail.com 
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten 

by the dog, you want an extra copy or 

live off the estate, then current and past 

issues can be downloaded from our web 

site at www.moorpool.com. 

Forthcoming Events 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Lego Workshop Sunday, August 18th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, September 8th 

Heritage Festival Sunday, September 15th 

Moor Pool Reading Group Thursday, September 19th 

Local History Talk Tuesday, September 24th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, October 13th 

Quiz Night Saturday, October 19th 

Moor Pool Memories Saturday, October 26th 

Log Sale Sunday, November 3rd 

Local History Talk Tuesday, November 5th 

Circle Cinema Sunday, December 1st 

Santa’s Sleigh Saturday, December 7th 

Santa’s Grotto Sunday, December 8th 

Carol Walk Sunday, December 15th 

Log Sale Sunday, January 12th 

 Starring Rami Malek, Lucy Boynton and Gwilym Lee 

Sunday, September 8th 
7:15pm (doors open 6:15 pm) 

Bohemian Rhapsody (12) 

presents... 

Selection of refreshments, including hot food available, so 
why not join us for a chat and a bite to eat before the film. 
B.Y.O.D. 

Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets £1. 
Tickets can be reserved online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk, 
or on the door (subject to availability). 

See our web site for previews and membership details. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

28th September 2019 October 2019 

23rd November 2019 December 2019 

25th January 2020 February 2020 

28th March 2020 April 2020 

30th May 2020 June 2020 

25th July 2020 August 2020 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

MOORPOOL RIFLE CLUB 

CELEBRATES ITS 40TH YEAR 

Forty years ago this year Sheila and Gerald Preece set 

up the Moorpool Rifle Club. Over the next forty years 

the club has seen many changes. In it's infancy the club 

was used predominantly by residents on the estate but 

as news of the club spread members joined from 

further afield. 

During the 80's and 90's the club was attended by 

members of Birmingham Disabled Sports Association 

and the club helped and supported one of their 

members Keith Morriss to train for the 1988 

Paralympics in Seoul. (Silver medal, men’s air rifle 

sitting). 

National competitions were also held on a yearly basis 

these began in the Ladywood Community Centre and 

then moved to Barr Beacon School. These one day 

events were well supported and relied on members of 

Moorpool Rifle Club volunteering to transport 

equipment to the venues as well as target changing, 

scoring and range safety. 

Sadly Gerald Preece passed away in 1999 but this did 

not mean the end of the rifle club and Sheila Preece 

stills runs it with the help of Ray Grennall who also 

acts as treasurer. 

The rifle club meets in the lower hall at Moorpool Hall 

Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm to 

9.00pm and new members are always welcome. 
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Did You Know? 

A MATTER OF TRUST. A poll carried out by the 

Findoutnow company suggested that when asked, “How 

much do you trust Boris Johnson?”, a magnificent 51% 

replied with great vigour, “Not at all.” A further 23% said 

they didn’t trust him much. Only 7% trusted him entirely. 

HOMELESS? Want to buy a home in UK? You need to 

earn £54,000 on average. First-time buyers in the UK 

need an average income of £54,000 in order to buy a 

property, a rise of 9% from 2016. Data released by the 

property website Zoopla found that the household income 

required in London was £84,000. In Liverpool, which had 

the lowest required household income before tax of the 30 

cities surveyed, it was £26,000. According to Zoopla, the 

average price of a home in London is £482,000 compared 

with £219,000 for the UK as a whole.  

IN A DREAM. In the past month, 17% of Britons have had 

a dream about sex, 13% have dreamt they are on holiday, 

12% about being chased, 7% about winning the lottery 

and 4% about being naked in public.  

MIND THE GAP. £35bn is the difference between what 

people collectively owed the taxman last year and what 

they actually paid, according to HMRC. The so-called 

“tax gap” is £2bn bigger than it was in 2017.  

THE CHANNEL TUNNEL celebrated its 25th anniversary in 

May. The railway line connecting the UK to France has 

been used by almost 430 million passengers and 86 

million vehicles since Queen Elizabeth II and then French 

president François Mitterrand cut the official ribbon on 

May 6, 1994. 

POLITICAL ORPHANS. 68% of Britons feel there is 

currently no political party that represents them, up from 

61% last July. Less than 10% of people closely identify 

with any leading political figure. 

NATURAL SELECTION. One in five businesses set up by 

sole traders closes within a year and six in ten fail by their 

fifth year, according to an analysis of tax records. 
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Moorpool Skittles Club 

Our Summer season is under way, 

sessions are on Mondays from 7.30p.m 

til about 9.30p.m. We stop halfway 

through for a drink. During the 

Summer Season, which lasts til Oct the 

ladies usually play once a month ‘just 

for fun’ – no set dates so if interested contact mobile 

below. As ever we’d love to welcome new members or 

visitors.  We play both alleys, one is flat while the other is 

crowned; apart from the angled trough to bring balls back 

to the start there are no helpers other than ourselves! We 

do have a ramp that can be used to roll balls if bending is 

a problem.  We are a small but friendly group and while 

there is a competitive side to playing no one takes it too 

seriously – we all have ‘bad days’! Do come along and 

have ago or just watch to see what it’s all about! It’s 

worth contacting before you come just to make sure the 

session is on – there are odd evenings when we don’t 

play. No charge for first few sessions; for those who’d 

like to join it is £20 annually. For more information or to 

check session is running contact 

keithwinkley61@gmail.com or 07757967264. 

Happy Skittling!! 

Circle Cinema 

On Sunday, September 8th we 

will rock you with Bohemian 

Rhapsody (12). Doors open 

6:15pm for refreshments, with 

a 7:15pm screening. 

Starring Rami Malek, Lucy 

Boynton and Gwilym Lee, the 

story of the legendary rock band Queen and lead singer 

Freddie Mercury, leading up to their famous performance 

at Live Aid in 1985. 

The usual selection of hot and cold food will be on offer, 

so why not join us for a chat and bite to eat before the 

film?  

Non-members tickets £5 (£2 under 16). Member tickets 

£1. Tickets available on the door or can be reserved 

online at tickets@circlecinema.co.uk. With the now 

reduced member ticket price, what better time to join, or 

renew your subscription for 2019-20. 

Dates for your diary; our next film is on Sunday, October 

13th and our Christmas film will be on Sunday December 

1st. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

______________________________________________ 

Circle Cycling Club 

The next cycle ride from 

Moor Pool is on Sunday 

morning, 12th August. So, if 

you would like to join us, 

please call : Peter Stroud on 

0776 340 7810 to register or for more information. If you 

would like to loan a bike during the summer, we have 

several you can borrow or you need a little extra tuition, 

please contact Peter. 

______________________________________________ 

Moor Pool History & 

Preservation Society 

The website contains a range of historical information on 

the Estate covering people, events and architectural 

details. If you have any pictures or stories you would like 

included please get in touch. Visit 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

Rob Sutton (robsutton76@gmail.com) 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool News & Wine 

Please support your local shop 

The Circle Tennis Club 

57 The Circle, Harborne. B17 9DY 

Your local member’s only tennis club 

Do you want to play tennis socially, 
competitively or learn new skills? 

The Circle can offer all of these plus the chance to 
make new friends. 

 New members always welcome 

 Social tennis every Sunday from 10.00-13.00 

 Men only and ladies only evenings 

 Adult and junior coaching 

 Monthly friendly Mix-In competitions 

 Men’s and Ladies’ Inter-club League teams   
(3 Men’s teams and 2 Ladies’ teams) 

 For more information, membership details 
and to join, visit our website 
www.circletennisclub.net 

We look forward to seeing you. 
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Club & Society News cont... 

Moorpool Reading Group 

In July we read William Boyd's 

"Love is Blind", his fifteenth novel. 

The hero, Brodie Moncur, is a well-

educated 24 year-old Scottish piano 

tuner, working in Edinburgh at the 

turn of the twentieth  century. 

Although he is painfully short-sighted, he has perfect pitch 

and he encourages the firm's expansion by paying famous 

virtuosos to endorse and play these pianos in European 

opera houses. 

Thus enters the "Kilbarron entourage" - John Kilbarron, a 

great pianist - known as the "Irish Liszt"- in need of a 

piano wizard due to his aching hands, Lika Blum, his 

mistress, and his sinister brother Malachi. Brodie and Lisa 

fall in love and the novel centres on their blighted affair 

with their flight across Europe - Biarritz, Edinburgh, Nice, 

Geneva - to escape numerous Kilbarron vengeances. 

Brodie's tuberculosis has been diagnosed in Paris, but the 

illness and indeed everything else is secondary to his 

adoration of Lisa. 

The group considered it a "really good yarn" which was 

gripping, clever and amusing - William Boyd at his best. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 19th September at 

7.30pm. 

Anyone who is interested in joining The Moor Pool 

Reading Group should contact Gwyneth Magrath at 

tomgwyneth@virginmedia.com for more information. 

_______________________________________________ 

Moor Pool Allotment 

Association 

The Allotment Association held an allotment walk 

welcoming locals, visitors and allotment members. The 

tour finished with a BBQ for members hosted by 

Treasurer Nick Ball and his wife Peng which was greatly 

enjoyed by all. 

Progress with allotment restoration has been mixed with 

some great examples of restored allotments and others that 

have declined. Sadly there was also evidence of dumped 

builders spoil on an allotment behind High Brow which 

the Association has notified to the Trust for action to be 

taken. Finally can allotment holders please ensure you 

keep your hedges trimmed so the adjacent pathways are 

clear. 

Rob Sutton 

Chair Moor Pool Allotment Association 

Harborne Village 

Women's Institute  

There is no meeting in August, 

but we have organised a Moor 

Pool Walk followed by cream tea 

in the Lower Hall on Saturday afternoon 3rd August. 

Tickets £3 each. 

Our next meeting on Tuesday  10th September at 7 pm in 

the Hall. Come and join us for a relaxing couple of hours, 

make new friends over a cup of coffee and piece of cake.  

We will be discussing Recycling through Charity shops.   

We have been busy over the summer knitting and 

crocheting and making our wall-hanging for the 

forthcoming Moor Pool Heritage Day on 15th September.  

If you haven't been before, try a “taster visit” for £5 on the 

door.  For more information email: 

harbornevillagewi@gmail.com 

Who’s the world’s biggest employer? The world’s biggest 
employer is the US Department of Defence, with 3.2 
million people on its payroll. The People’s Liberation Army 
of China has 2.3 million and Walmart 2.1 million. Fourth 
equal are the NHS and McDonald’s, with 1.7 million each.  
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

A rather shorter article this time after the 

excitement of the last couple of months.  But a 

lot to reflect upon: 

Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Service 

We received so many congratulatory messages 

after the QAVS announcement – from local 

political leaders, from past and present grant 

makers, from our local clubs and societies but particularly 

from the public far and wide.  Thank you to all and 

particularly those volunteers that help out at so many of 

our events.  Typical of these messages – from a previous 

grant funder: 

“Thank you so much for letting us know the great 

news that the Moor Pool heritage Trust has been 

recognised with The Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Service.  This is a great reward for all the hard work 

of Trustees and volunteers.  Many congratulations.” 

There will be a formal presentation of the award by the 

Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands at the Hippodrome 

on October 20th – we receive a signed certificate and 

commemoratory crystal.  Our ticket allocation is almost 

taken but please let me or Andrew Hackett know if you 

would like to come. 

We intend to hold a celebratory event back in the Hall 

afterwards on October 20th for all members and 

volunteers.  Further details and timings to follow – Save 

the Date.   

Lower Hall Kitchen 

The MRA coffee morning on 27th July saw the formal 

opening of the fantastic new Lower Hall kitchen.  Users 

will see the better equipment all round, including more 

cupboard space, larger sinks, new fridge/freezer and 

modern cooking facilities, and better access.   

We have now renovated and updated both Upper and 

Lower Hall kitchens in the past 3 years.   

The Circle Shop 

Ballie and Mandy took over the shop from Raj in early 

June.  The shop has remained focussed on community 

driven retailing of provisions.  I’m sure that everyone has 

met them and is continuing to support the shop.  The Trust 

has freshened up the paintwork on the outside of the shop.   

We also said goodbye very fondly to Raj.  It’s great she’s 

still involved at the shop 2 days a week. 

26/27 The Circle Flat 

We have finished our renovation of this 2 

bedroom duplex flat in a delightful position on 

The Circle.  It is presently for let through 

Hadleigh Estate Agents– please see their 

website: www.hadleighuk.com. 

Barbara Nomikos 

And finally – but by far the most important – many people 

will have learnt our Hall Manager Barbara Nomikos is 

expecting.  I’m sure everyone will add their 

congratulations to Barbara and her husband Dion.   

That will mean we will be recruiting a Hall Manager to 

cover Barbara’s maternity leave for 12 months from late 

October this year.  Please do contact me if you are 

interested in hearing more or if you know someone who 

might be interested. 

That’s all.  We very much look forward to the Moor Pool 

Festival on September 15th which will be opened formally 

by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant for the West Midlands, 

Sylvia Parkin.  Enjoy the summer in the 

meantime.   

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

Simon56.stirling@gmail.com 

07757 790539 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Coming back to where you started is not the same as 
never leaving. 

Real stupidity beats artificial intelligence every time. 

In ancient times cats were worshipped as gods; they have 
not forgotten this. 

Build a man a fire, and he'll be warm for a day. Set a man 
on fire, and he'll be warm for the rest of his life. 

Five exclamation marks: the sure sign of an insane mind. 

    Terry Pratchett (1948-2015) 
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 
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Festivals at Moor Pool….Did you know from June to 

September there were historically a number of festivals 

celebrated at Moor Pool over 100 years ago! On Saturday 

24th June 1911, to celebrate the King's Coronation a 

Coronation Festival was held 'in the Circle', which was 

then the village green but is now the Circle Tennis Courts. 

The events of the day included the children's festival. A 

local newspaper reported that the rain 'succeeded in 

driving players and spectators alike to seek shelter.' The 

celebrations seem to have been followed by an evening 

concert by ‘The Grecian Choir’ with admission at 3d and 

an additional 3d for seats, as advertised in the 'Moor Pool 

News' 

On Saturday 14th September in 1912 another Children's 

Festival was held at Moor Pool, which seems to have 

been a much drier occasion! 

We continue this tradition by celebrating the Moor Pool 

Heritage Festival on Sunday 15th September which is 

part of Heritage Open Days and Birmingham Heritage 

Week. To celebrate winning the Queens Award for 

Voluntary Service and suitably tying in with this year’s 

‘People Power’ theme, the festival will be opened by the 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands. Highlights 

will include a number of new groups performing and 

featuring in the Main Hall, the highly anticipated 

Sovereign Brass Band return and will be playing at the 

Circle and this year we welcome quality street food 

vendors Little Urban BBQ and Full of Chaat Indian street 

food to wet your appetites! We will also have new trails 

around the Estate, face-painting, bouncy castle, den 

building, and ALL our clubs will be open including rifles, 

skittles, the tennis clubs and bowls! Follow us on 

Facebook, twitter or Instagram to see updates on the 

scheduled programme for the day. 

Please also get in touch if you would like to 

VOLUNTEER on the day even if it’s just for an hour or 

2, or if you fancy helping out on a stall with fete games or 

helping out in our tea room! It is the perfect opportunity 

to celebrate voluntary action at Moor Pool and enjoy the 

activities on the day. 

—————— 

Moor Pool Hall Regular activities. Throughout the 

summer holidays a number of our groups continue 

including: 

Mumfit on Mondays & Wednesdays at 10.30 

Mom’s Boxercise on Thursdays at 10.30 

Yoga with Amy on Mondays & Thursdays 19.30 

Keep Dancing for over 50’s on Thursdays 12.20 

Please check the website or get in touch for further 

information.  

Update on Hall Activities  from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

New Classes starting in September..! 

We are excited to announce that Phonics Stars™ will be 

starting at Moor Pool Hall in September, introducing term

-time classes for 2-5 year olds, with a qualified teacher 

with years of experience. Weekly classes will be 

Thursdays 13:45 - 14:45 (not a drop off class). Classes 

are theme based, focusing on learning letter recognition, 

formation and sounds, developing muscle and motor 

strength, pencil grip, hand-eye coordination etc. Please 

email lis.yu@phonicsstars.co.uk for more information and 

to book your place.  

We are also excited that, from 17th September, Spanish 

BilinguaSing classes will run at Moorpool Hall, Main 

Hall on Tuesdays at 09.45 (toddlers and preschool) and 

10.45 (babies-crawlers). The sessions include singing, 

playing instruments, dancing, sensory play, bubbles, 

puppets, light shows and a whole host more. Theirs is a 

LOT of fun while also learning a new language (Spanish 

or French) together too. Catchy songs are also sung in 

English so don't worry if you don't know any other 

languages, many parents don't to start with. But everyone 

is soon singing along in class as the music really helps the 

new lingo to 'stick'. The first class is FREE! For more 

information about these classes please visit https://

bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south or call 

07539863024, email lucy@bilinguasing.com. Book your 

free trial now! 

—————— 

Other Upcoming Events: 

Tea and T’Internet with Digikick in the Lower Hall: A 

fun social group for internet beginners from Friday 2nd 

August -Friday 4th October 16.00-17.00. Join a FREE 1 

hour session learning how to use the internet, stay 

connected with family and friends, stay safe and learn 

helpful skills! If you don’t fancy too much internet, come 

for the tea, CAKE and chat!  

Digify with Digikick: a youth group made around you 

starting Friday 2nd August-Friday 4th October 17.30-

19.15. Join a FREE 2 hour digital and social session to 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Oceanic Fresh Fish 

Family business established 1991 

Coming to Moor Pool with a selection 

of fresh fish 

Every Tuesday from 4-5pm. Mobile 

van by the Pool in Ravenhurst Road 

Tel: Stuart 07918106209 

Email: stu-gilbert@sky.com 

The mulleins, both common and dark, (verbascum thapsus 

& nigrum) which was grown from seed last year and then 

planted are now fully grown - and some have reached 9ft! 

We hope that, now they've been introduced, they will 

establish themselves. 

Anyone for a nest box? 

Following the introduction of nest boxes in Nettlefold 

Garden (with some immediate success!!!) the Wildlife 

Group are considering expanding the nest box cover across 

Moor Pool. In short, would YOU be interested in having a 

bird box in your garden? At the moment we are just 

sounding out the interest. The intention at the moment is 

for the Group to provide boxes at cost price and advise 

(and perhaps help with) the good positioning of those 

supplied. 

What do YOU think? Please contact duck@moorpool.com 

just to let the Group know you are interested, so that we 

can assess the likely take up (no obligation at this stage!) 

Many thanks to everyone who read the notice and kept the 

gate 'pulled to' when the/our geese extended their range 

and started coming down Margaret Grove regularly! We 

largely kept the 'Green clean' so that parents (in particular) 

did not have to worry that our health standards had 

dropped. So no-one was in jeopardy from the 'green 

offerings' left by the geese. 

Follow Nettlefold Garden on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @Nettlefold Gdn 

Some of the unseen ways that Nettlefold Garden may be 

contributing to everyone's health: 

Residential green can provide restorative stress-relieving 

environments that are capable of instilling a positive 

psychological state. - The Lancet Planetary Health 4/19 

Insect visits to plants contribute to seed production in more 

than 80% of the world's plants. It's said that if bees died 

out, we would follow four years later. - Wildlife Summer 

2019. 

Insects make up more than half the known species on 

Earth. - Extraordinary Insects by Anne Svendrup-Thygeson 

learn about all the essential skills you’ll need for your 

career in a fun and innovative way. Free evening meal 

included!  

For more information or to book a place, call Chris on 

07920490463 or email info@digikick.co.uk   

MPHT Heritage Talks: Cocoa on the Cut on Tuesday 

September 24th at 19.00 in the Main Hall, Moor Pool 

Hall (18.30 for refreshments) £3.00 talk only 

Food at Twelve: Cookery and Yoga workshop on 

Friday 30th August 10.00-15.00 Food at Twelve cookery 

club have joined up with Mel from Melissa Monks Yoga 

to offer an amazing day of cookery and yoga fun.  The 

morning will start cooking up a storm making delicious 

snacks and nutritious recipes, exploring new recipes such 

as fruity oat bars, dessert pinwheels, courgette fritters and 

sushi, to explore new flavours. After eating lunch together 

there will then be an afternoon filled with yoga fun, with 

story telling adventures, mindful arts and crafts and 

relaxation with blankets. Suitable for ages 6-10 years 

contact bethan@foodattwelve.com 07912260518  

Mess Around Party: Supermess on Tuesday 27th 

August 13.30. Put your hero capes on and cone along and 

save the world with Hulk spaghetti, Batman rice and 

Wonder Woman foam, come along and your little ones can 

squelch, pour, mix and get messy and leave the cleaning 

up to us! www.messarounduk.com/birmingham  

—————— 

SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER ON THE 

WEBSITE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE 

FURTHER DETAILS ON UPCOMING NEWS! 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com Hall Office: 0121 426 2908 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 

Update on Hall Activities cont... 

Poor Boris! 

Boris Johnson says he’d be richer if he wasn’t in politics. But 
it turns out he’s doing fairly well nonetheless. As the top-
earning MP, he made around £800,000 last year, including 
£275,000 for a weekly newspaper column and £407,895 
from speeches. Now Prime Minister, however, he has to 
get by on just £158,000 as stricter rules mean he would 
have to give up both the speeches and the column writing.  

Nettlefold Notes 

mailto:bethan@foodattwelve.com
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As the end of term approached, I decided to do a full 

leaflet drop around the Estate to highlight all the activities 

that were coming up over the summer. A walk around 

Moor Pool (with help from Linda Du Bois) reminded me 

of just how wonderful Moor Pool is. It also reminded me 

just how long some of the drives are! A couple of the 

activities on the leaflet have now been delivered, and I 

hope that everyone who came along enjoyed them. The 

first of these was the drop in Den Building activity, which 

was a great chance to explore the Forest School area at 

Moor Pool. If you missed this session, don’t forget that the 

next Den Building will take place on Sunday 29th 

September from 10am – 11.30am. We will also be doing 

the next of our drop in LEGO sessions on Sunday 18th 

August from 10am – 11am in the Lower Hall.  

Another of the events on the leaflet which has now been 

delivered is ‘Watt the World Needs Now’, which was just 

one of the many events being delivered around 

Birmingham to mark the bicentenary of James Watt’s 

death in 2019. This was a lovely event, and very well 

attended. It took place in the Nettlefold Garden, and was 

facilitated by Jemima from the Glue Collective, who 

repurpose a range of materials for creative activities. For 

‘Watt the World Needs Now’, we used the inventive 

genius of Watt to inspire the next generation of makers. 

The results can be seen on the Moor Pool Twitter feed, but 

we were very impressed with a range of ‘must have’ 

inventions, including a plant feeder, a bug hotel, an 

intuitive robot and a butterfly. It was lovely to be able to 

deliver the event in the Nettlefold Garden, which is 

looking glorious at the moment, but with all the mature 

trees around, there was enough shade to keep everyone 

cool in this very hot weather.  

The local history talks have been continuing, and have 

now moved up to the Main Hall at Moor Pool to 

accommodate our larger audiences. David and Pam 

Humphries delivered a very entertaining talk on Pre-Fab 

housing at the beginning of June, and Stuart Wilby 

delivered a fascinating talk about the Park Street 

archaeological dig at the end of July. Both of these talks 

were very well received, and we are very much looking 

forward to Irene De Boo’s talk; she will be talking about 

Education Update from Rachel West, Education Project Officer 

the transportation of chocolate on Tuesday 24th 

September. Tickets will be available at the shop on The 

Circle shortly, and it would be advisable to get your 

tickets in advance, as this promises to be a very popular 

event.  

We are looking forward to welcoming our new placement 

student in September, who will be supporting us with a 

range of tasks as well as helping us to prepare for some 

key events in the Moor Pool calendar, including our Moor 

Pool Heritage Festival on 15th September, and the Moor 

Pool Memories event on 26th October. I’m sure that 

everyone will make her as welcome as our previous 

University of Birmingham students, Sarah, Tabassum and 

Danielle.   

Lastly, our Education Allotment sessions are continuing 

on Wednesday afternoons, and we have been harvesting 

some glorious lettuces and broad beans, and the 

gooseberries and strawberries are also looking ripe and 

delicious. Please do pop over to say hello on Wednesday 

afternoons, and you will be sure of a very warm welcome!  

Rachel West 

Education Project Officer 

0121 426 2908 

education@moorpoolhall.com 

Answers to August crossword: 

Su
d

o
ku

  

Across: 1) Whelk; 4) Humming; 8) Against; 9) Plaid; 10) Hated; 11) Obesity; 13) Orgy; 15) Regime; 
17) Redeem; 20) Amen;  22) Cascade;  24) Licit; 26) Elude; 27) Arrival; 28) Spectre; 29) Egret 

Down: 1) Weather; 2) Exact; 3) Kingdom; 4) Hotdog; 5) Maple; 6) Imagine; 7) Giddy; 12) Byre; 14) 
Read; 16) Gesture; 18) Enlarge; 19) Matelot; 21) Menace;       22) Chess; 23) Alert; 25) Cover 

Answers to June crossword: 
Across:  1) Dormouse; 5) Ibis; 9) Snapper; 10) Easel; 11) Isle; 12) Viaduct; 14) Locust; 16) Fiasco; 19) Plateau; 21) Sole; 24) Aback; 25) Enchain; 
26) Keel; 27) Constant; 

Down: 1) Disc; 2) Reaps; 3) Ospreys; 4) Strive; 6) Basques; 7) Solution; 8) Feta; 13) Flapjack; 15) Charade; 17) Insects;18) Tuxedo; 20) Elks 
22) Llama;23) Gnat 

Amazon is leading the way in a move among online 

companies to hire PhD-level economists to analyse 

their market data. The retailer has 150 PhD economists, 

more than twice as many as the economics faculty at 

Harvard University. 
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 
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Across 
1)  Loveless doctor with deer and mollusc (5) 

4)  Smelly sort of bird (7) 

8)  Opposed to profit in a small way (7) 

9)  Peter set down checked material (5) 

10) Disliked in cheat they'd oddly missed (5) 

11) Being fat ties boy in a way (7) 

13) Revelry hosted by floor gymnasts (4) 

15) A mere GI breaking the rule (6) 

17) Retrieve wild deer and me (6) 

20) Last word in parliament (4) 

22) Downfall of rogue in legal action (7) 

24) Some public items are allowed (5) 

26) EU led astray to escape (5) 

27) The coming of a royal competitor (7) 

28) 007 enemy destroyed respect (7) 

29) Bird comes back in the winter generally (5) 

Down 
1) Come safely through the elements (7) 

2) Precise old performance (6) 

3) Realm of a monarch with only half a 
Domain (7) 

4) Pet panting for fast food (6) 

5) Chart the French had to find tree (5) 

6) Form ideas from one enigma (7) 

7) Light headed like my aunt they say (5) 

12) They say we have a purchaser for the cow 
shed (4) 

14) Not quite prepared for study (4) 

16) Greet us with a wave perhaps (7) 

18) General ordered more detail (7)  

19) Sailor beaten at motel (7) 

21) Threaten the people on top (6) 

22) Game played with a mate? (5) 

23) Drink right but keep vigilant (5) 

25) Hide a hundred and more (5) 

August Crossword 

by Artemonas  

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip as above. All personal data is held securely and is not shared with any other individual or 
organisation in compliance with GDPR (the General Data Protection Regulations). You are entitled to know the information we hold and 
can opt out of any communication at any time. 

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 
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